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Behind The Scenes
"Waterford Girls' Opens Tonight

by Gale Waldron

A pretty vignette of local history will come to life tonight at the
opening performance of The Waterford Girls in the anditorium of
the Blue Ridge Middle School. Presemted by The Growing Stage
and writtem by local historian Meredith McMath, the touching
drama ix based om a troe story about four spirited and heroic women
in nearby Waterford during the Civil War years.

The Waterford Girls begins and
ends with a saapshot of Lida
Dutten. What happens in botwoen
is a phetoplay of life surrounding a
peacefal Quaker family during the
War Between the States, It is o
story about two sisters and thedr two
friends who dare to produce am v
dergreund peo-Unica newspaper in
the preeminent Confederato stato.

The Dutton family was knows for
s opposition to the war as well as
for its support and aid to the under-
ground rasiroad which spirited run-
awny slaves o Cansda. The young
girls take their Jayalty even further,
risking dally danger 1o communicste
the geings om in their small town to
the soldiers camped just across the
river in Maryland  Their journalls-
3¢ effort, the Walerford News cap-
bares the hoarts and minds of those
Unios soldiers.

The play is » testimenial to the
human spirit and to the heights
people will po, as Lida Dutton says,
"

Dutton whese determined sister,
Lixzio is acted by Meghann Godfirey.
Mary Price is sweot Magygie Loden,
whe helps soften confliet, and

ot fills the stage with scenes of Dife
in wartime Waterford, with each
character rocreatiog & piece of the
area's history, snd of course, an old
fashioned romance leads some hu-
mar o eane the tesasons of war.

The Waterford Girls is the fifth
production of The Growing Stage,
wostern Loudoun's local theater
grocp, under e experienced direc-
tion of the versatile Dally Stevens.
Costumes are beautifally and au-
thentically banderafiod by The
Growing Stage's Laurie Farns.
weeth, whe studied aad
an oniginal Dutton patchwork quilt
s the basis for her creative cos-
luses.

The Wolerford Girls was writton
by Meredith Bean MeMath, a
Hillshboro resident, historian and
reciplent of the last year's 1996 Loe-
doun History Award. McMath says
that this is an amazing county for
stodying the Civil War, “It ix the
Civil War writtes small. Loodoun
bad everything: union and confed-
erate armies, brother fighting
Beother, the underground rasiroad,
beroes, sarrow escapes and sioall-

McMath, a 10-year resident of
discovered the story of the
Waterford heroines when she was
rescarching the history of her own
heme. She knew immodiately that
she wanted to share it with her

neighbors

A sumber of other artistic cle-
ments have comte tegether to create
this original presentation. The
backdrop for the play is Waterford's
Second Street, hand painted by the
Lovdoun Sketch Club, Civil War
music plays botweon the scones,
sung by Germaine Connelly and
played by lecal musicians under the
direction of Matthew Bradley

MeMath pencrously offers, “The
Waterford Giris Beloags te Loud-
oun.* Thank you, Meredith

Ldz Niehols, Benjamin Domenech, Carclive Ashbaaph, Meghann Godfrey
and Mary Price rehearse for The Waterford Girls,

McMath, Dolly Stevens and every-
cne ot The Growing Stage, for sach
a rich and spocial gift

The Waterford Girls opens tonight
at 800 pm. Performances continoe
this weekend, Saturday at 00 pm

o Jusibin.”  Barabeth Deikeis
plays 2 rescurcefol and spirited Lida

and a Sunday matinee at 300 pm.
and next woekend, March 14, 15and
16. Genoral admission i $10; §5 for
wsomdors and childron. For box office
informaticn call 338.5608



