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wrovided added attraction

A high priority for the McMaths was finding 3 good
place %0 rave childen (their son, Palmer, was bom tno
yoars afier the ssove ) Bat would abo be near csough 10
Chock McMath's work. She cermialy had 20 premonis
thon Hhat 20 years later she would be the founder and
antistic Sirector of one of Loudowun's premier comme-
nity Scatres — (he Awrors Studo Theatre — or that she
woeld be a peblivhed nonvelint sad peizewinning play-
wright

Community theatre provades much more than fen
evdertainment 0 local sudiences. The opportursty for
yousg and old aliie 10 be part of a theatre company,
whether omiage o backsasge, is richly sewarding. This
has been e for Nate Juraschek, who said be foll in
love with the theatre when be worked with Asrors in
high school plays. He decidad on the performing arts 38
hin coliicge majoe, and afler gradustion be workod o 2
film editer in Hollyweod for & year Then e came back
10 Loudoun. and last year he rejoined Awrors %0 Sirect
e O Couple,

Meredih froquently acts in or directs Asrora pro-
ductioem, sach as her directon of Rodper and Hammer-
stein’s Canderolla. She also does adaptations of plas
m with Logisa May Alcost’s Lide Women, and Arms
and the Highlander, which is an adapestion of Georpe
Hermand Shaw’s Arves and the A

Aurora has established a roconrd of mamy success-
ol productions, and By Bave typically performed
standing-soom oaly sadicaces st the 150-scat OM Swoe
School Theawre in Hillshoro, Aurora also rens works
shops on actmg. writing plays, mpeon isation, aad even
ons with B¢ sell-cplarasory titke, Swonds & Stames.

Before bocoming tsvelved i theatre, MeMath dad
& successful professional e as a historian, with a spe-
clalty in American Civil War history. Her last job waa
with the Smithnonian Inatitetion’s Natiossd Muscus of
Amcricas Histoey, where she worked in e office of
Publxc and Academic Programs and became the Muse-
um’s Insemn Coordimator. Previcushy, she worked for the
Fafax County Park Authority cresting cducational pro-
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Making History in Loudoun

In 1987, when Merednth Bean McMath moved to Virguua 's westemn Loudoun County,
smcomers were usually atiracted o Loudoun by the quality of fife in the arca’s quaint
rural villages - places like Hillsboro where the McMaths settled. The rich history of the
arca from the colomial penod to the present, combined with the beawty of the landscape,

grams. More sigaaficently Sor her feture career, she wWiote
and staged soveral plays and skits thae dramatized hinton-
cal events

A soon 38 she had settled into her new hoene = Hill-
sboeo, MeMath guickly established tes in the comumuenity.
She joined the doard of the Loudoun Museun and staged
several living bistory performances, both at the Museum,
and o Oatlands Plantation in Looburg, One offidaoxet of
Boe playy was the docamnentary Hoving o Ball, which
nas subsoquently shown o
e History Charsel. Another,
Berween Hawk & Bazzand, was
Bona on losal cablevision
stiorn in Vieging aod Mary-
land. She besed her plays and
documentanes on exiensive re-
search from the archives of the
Losdoun Muscem, the Thoenas
Bakh Librery in Locsbarg, end
the Library of Congress. Me-
Math was particularly imtoront-
od in rescarching bow the Cival
War dusrepted D life of local
commenities. She said the
sometitaes even famibics werg
it between sappont of the
Union sad the Confedency.

What was apparont, then,
was that her hintorical plays and skits were popalar with
audicnces and fin for e re-cnactons who presemad thess.
And & the writer, peoducer, director, and sometimes even
an actor @ e shows, she was madhvoriontly lesming stage-
crafl. Sl in her own cyey, she was primarily 3 hntorian
and secticelonly rescarchod the stories she wan telling. In
resscopect, ths wes the panh that Jod MeMath 10 ber pres.
o vosaton.

Throsghout her career, MeMath has wntien freclance
artcles on historical subjocts 28 well = ity life.
Gade Waldron, who now Gallery 222 in Leese
burg. said she has boen a fiend of McMath for almost 20

vears. These days. Waldron Sandies Se publicity for the
Aurora Theatre and is 3 board member, bt in e carly
days it mas McMath who weekod for Waidroa, She wrose
& column for Losdoan 4 Magasive, which Waldron then
ownod and edned.

Wakdron said than McMath published a regular col-
umn, The Good Neighbor, for the maganine. “She would
write abost fusny incidents, but ber column was always
upbeat and positive in 7ts tone. People loved 2 The col-
ume nas full of great local ories.”

She sand that cnc of the hings she has always appreci-
atod about MeMath & her Bilarious sense of humor and
ber upbeat 1ake on life. It is spparent i the plays she now
produces and divects at Aurore, Waldron sid. “They sub-
thy reflect Meredith's individual, highly personal style and
her sense of bamee.”

When ber som wan bors, McMath's carcer 100k 8 sew
tarn ~ she stated 2 nonvel.  Her son came home from the
Bospital ca 3 heant monitor. She ofien had W stay wp with
Bim 1 make cenain he fell back 1o sheep. In order % keep
awake darng the long nights, she hegan 10 CoRStruct s%ones
in her mind and put them down on pager the following day,
This bocame her fint novel — which, ten yeans later, was
publinbod s part of 3 ilogy, The theoe sovels, Theodkaia,
Anmabelle, and Morila, follow the story of a cast of char-
acters who Ive durmg the pre<Cvil War period swroagh
the end of the war. Fach novel features 3 Sfforent young
woman a hevoing, and Sy av lively adventure stocies
that Nancy Deew would have recogeinod & spiritual Lin.
MMt commentod that although they were ictional, the
hachgroend 10 cach was thoroughly rescarchod.

In 1954, she volunteered 1o stage a living hintory
reading fom letters by Confoderate and Unica solden
and caress who were living = Loudom during the war.
This was in cclebration of
the 246 anneversary of the
Lowdoun Muscem, In the
conrse of ber rescaech, she
came upos a fHictionalized
scoount of e true story of
The Waserford News, a lo-
cal, pro-Unice scwspaper
B peblihed by some yourg
Quaker women. Writien by
Ed Lowe, it had appeared n
the Ladler Howe Josraal
in the 1960s, with the titke
The Boamsd amd Anovioss
Masdms.  She roscarchod
the siory bersell snd it be-
came the basis of as origi-
nal play that was prodeced
locally theee times, M-
Math Srocted this play and the mosd recent version, AN
for the Union, was dose 3 3 benefit for the Lincoln Pres.
ervasion Foundaticn in 2005, The Foundation has under.
writien the oreation of a fim, desed oo AN for the Liniom
Warerford s War is the indepeadent Sim currently = post-
producticn. She Bas boen mvolved i every aspect of the
producticn, and said tha peedecing 3 full-dength film das
reguired her 1o acguire a whole new skl set. "It has boen
a great challenge, bat 1 have oved every minwte. | hope
ity 2 sucoess so $hat | can get support 80 make a Sm vor-
siom of draee and dhe Highiander,™ sbse sadd.

MeMath also coauthored the crivivally aoclaimed



musical, Porches, She was involved with the
peoduction, although it was acemlly produced by
the Crestive Youth Foundation, The setistic direc-
e and fouader of the CYF, Tom Sweitecr, was
the other mshor of the play.  Porches was based
on his hessctown in Alwona, Penmsyvania, In
this instance he directed the play, and McMath's
mother played the ead role

McMash’s mother. Maxine Bean, said that
even though she had sot cxpectad her daughicr 10
go into the theatre, there were hints of her future
when she was o youth, “Meredith was always
dressing up and tclling stories, cvom a8 3 very
young child. When Meredith was in fifth grade,
she wrote, prodaced and directod 3 school play
and gave herself the Icading part.™ Bean said laugh-
ing. "The caly problem was that she never took the time o
learn e lines sod opening saght was 3 fasco,™

In fact. even though she is a collaborator = many of

her daoghice™s theatrical vesteres taday, and 3 member
of Asrora’s board of directors, Beam did not peedict her
own future either. As it tums out, Beam was inadvenonthy
rexpormable for the change of Eroction in her dawghiar’™s
life.

She sald thar when her @eee children were growing
up, the family had a typical, middle-class lifestyle. They
Inved in Arlington, Virginia, and Bean was a stay-at-home
mom. Her volunteer activitics outsade of the home were
extensions of ber role @ the wife of a sucoessful limyer
Shortly after Bean's hisband died in 1989, she came o
live with MeMath,  She was only 63 years old a1 e time,
a3d she wondered what 10 do with the rost of her life, One
day. McMath asked ber what she had enjoyed most hefore
she was marned, and to both their sueprise, Bess mmods-
scly answerod: working in the theatre,

Before her mamiage, wnbeknownst 10 any of her chal.
dren, Hean - who grew up i St Loais, Missourns - had
booem 3 child rado actross. As a young woman, she bad Fre-
quently played keading rodes in a local community theatre,

Shortly after the mother'Gaughter conversation, Max-
inc Besm leamad abosat plans to bring the VSA ants, foemer-
ly Very Special Arts, theatre peogram for mestally deabled
children %o Loudoun. Ths was in 1990, The peogram was
open 10 cveryone in the oy, and Bean thosght this
would be a way for ber 1o be imvolved in a communaty the-
atre agaim. She volunicered 10 be i chaspe of costumes. it
wirs & hard job because the casts were quite laepe, she said,
and Froguestly MicMath would pitch in 10 belp her. [See
TMA's DocJanm 2008 sssue for a story about VSA arts and
its bocal founders)

Then in 1995, Bean was asked by a fricad 10 join The
CGirowing Stage - a fandly theatre thal was boing organiacd
by a local actress, Dolly Stovens, who bhad worked in the
atre peofessionally before the brth of her children, Sac-
vens, aloag with other parents, wanted 10 give their young
childron the experience of acting in plays. The paroses
ook supporting rodes in the productions aad worked back
stage.

Bean sad that at findt sbe was afraid she woulda't be
ahle o memariae ber lines, but she commitied a poem %0
memory and decided, “OK, I'll solitka™ And so, she
Bogan acting agaim.  The next yoar, Bean's schodule pot
even moee crowdiod. She was asked %o prodece and direct
a weekly, Sunday radio theatre show i the acighboring
town of Bremswick, Masyland, Bean agroed onthusianti-

cally snd endsted MoMath 10 help.  This vise McMath
became her co-producer. McMath wrote contimuities [ine
trodaciory o tmasitioaal manerial] for the shows and some
origeal seripts, and then bogan acting i the adio plans
herseld.

MeMat sayvs, “Thns 1s when 1 pot hookad on the the-
atre” Bean and McMath prodeced radio theatre shows
for theee years, moving 10 Lossburg’s WAGE radio allcr
the sevomd year, She joaned her mother al The Growmg
Ssage in 1995, and them in 1999 she bocame a foundiog
member of a new thestre company, Not Just Shakespeare,
Inc, McMagh sppcarcd i Toming of the Shrew and had
the Icad in A Madomaner Night 5 Dreooe. Tim Jon, who is
st the anistic direckor of NS, said she was wonderful 10

work with, “She bas such a fertile mind that she is like a
walking menagene.” he sasd. “She can ssume 15 pasty,
oac nght aller B other, and cach one will be differemt
and fanny.” He akso admires what she has sccomplished
with the Auroes,

By this time. McMath had trained herself for her
new carecr. She had partscipated in masicr classes on
acting, and in two worksbops oo playwriting. One of
bor plays - a ten nunuie. oncact play - won Best petre
o 2 Washingaoe, DC, competition i 2003 She said #
was then that her playwriting metructor. Martim Blank,
encouraged her to start her own company, wiich she did
in 2004, She sadd thae while she loves Shahospears,
wanied the chance to write and peodece her own plays.

“The Old Opera House Theatre in historic Charles Town, WY
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Friday & Saturdays
Nov 34, December 1,7, 8,
14 & 1520 8:00pes
$16Adults

Seaday matimecs
Decemaber 2,9 & 16t

2:Mpm
S14.00 Adwits

Thunday cvenings
\ December 6 & 13 at
,.

$12.00 Adubts

Students & Children
$X.00 all performances

Call (304) 725-4420 or (888) 900-SHOW
www.oldoperahouse.org




