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LEADERSHIP TEAM CHARGED WITH ESTABLISHING PERFORMING ARTS CENTER IN LOUDOUN COUNTY

Newly Appointed Board of Directors Pledges Community and Business Support for Performing and Visual Arts Facility

Leesburg, VA [January 28, 2010]-- Community and business leaders in Loudoun County, VA have joined together to form Center for the Arts, a 501(C)(3) organization that will bring  the construction of a performing and visual arts facility in Loudoun one step closer to reality. The new organization had its genesis in the Performing Arts Facility Feasibility Study conducted by the Town of Leesburg.  The results of that study and recommendations for action were presented to the Leesburg Town Council in January 2009.

The newly established Board of Directors will be working with community, arts, business and elected leaders to form partnerships in this effort, and to identify the most suitable location for an arts venue to meet the needs of the community.  

Center for the Arts’ Board Chairman, Bruce Gemmill stated, “It is the Board’s vision that an Arts Center will educate, entertain and enrich the lives of the residents of Loudoun County and the surrounding region.  The Center will be a world-class venue and important resource for community arts groups, student, teachers, business, civic and service groups.”

The Center will host professional performances by local artists as well as regional and national performance groups, appealing to broad audiences. 

“I am excited about the possibilities and look forward to working with the impressive team that has been assembled for this important effort” Gemmill continued. 

The Center for the Arts Board includes 13 founding board members and community leaders, including:

· Bruce Gemmill, Chairman.  Mr. Gemmill is President of Campbell Associates, an advertising and public relations agency.  

· Paul Bice, Vice-Chairman.  Mr. Bice is Regional President/Loudoun County for John Marshall Bank. 

· Dr. Kathleen Saylor, Secretary/Treasurer.  Dr. Saylor is CEO of REHAU North America. 

· Randall Kelley.  Mr. Kelley is the CEO, Inova Loudoun Hospital. 

· Ara Bagdasarian.  Mr. Bagdasarian is the CEO, OMNILERT.  
· Scott Hamberger.  Mr. Hamberger is the President/CEO Fortessa.  
· Stephen C. Price.  Mr. Price is a Principal in the northern Virginia law firm of McCandlish & Lillard, P.C. 
· Gale Waldron.  Ms. Waldron is the Executive Director of Gallery 222 and Loudoun Academy of the Arts Foundation.  

· Tom Toth.  Mr. Toth is the President of Toth Financial Advisory Corporation.  
· Peter Arundel.  Mr. Arundel is the publisher of the Loudoun Times Mirror Newspaper.

· Sandra Kane. Ms. Kane is owner of SLK Administrative Services, focusing on regional photographic images.
· Kathy Emery Farmer. Ms. Farmer is a Senior Market Research Director for The Dominion Group, a marketing research firm located in Reston, Virginia.  

· Joe Bullock. Mr. Bullock is President of Bullock & Associates, P.C., a CPA firm with offices in Leesburg and Purcellville Virginia.
In addition to the individual expertise of the Center for the Arts Board members, the group also has the committed logistical and strategic support of George Mason University.    

The Board will utilize the obvious cultural appeal for the Loudoun community.  To get the facility constructed, they will make the case that the Center for the Arts will provide a great venue for business conferences and training, receptions, social events, interactive learning for youths, and economic benefits to local food, retail, hospitality establishments, as well as to the local Transportation Occupancy Tax base. 

###


For more information on Center for the Arts or to schedule an interview with a Board member, please contact Dan Rene of Campbell Associates at 703-869-1146 or dan@campbellandassoc.com
